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AFFIDAVIT OF JEFFREY GOTTESMAN 

(SWORN March 12, 2024) 

I, Jeffrey Gottesman, of the City of Toronto, in the Province of Ontario, MAKE OATH AND SAY 
AS FOLLOWS: 

1. I am one of the directors of Gott Upper Canada Inc. (the “Purchaser”). As such, I have 
knowledge of the matters to which I depose in this Affidavit. Where matters to which I 
depose are stated to be based on information, I have identified the source of the information 
and verily believe the same to be true. 

2. I am providing this affidavit in response to the Affidavit sworn by Jason Allen John (“Mr. 
John”) sworn March 11, 2024 (“John’s Affidavit”). 

3. The Purchaser offered to purchase the Properties pursuant to an Agreement of Purchase 
and Sale executed February 6, 2024 (the “Offer”). 

4. I deny the entirety of the allegations made by Mr. John in paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 9, 12, 13 and 
parts of paragraph 8 of John’s Affidavit. I have no knowledge of the allegations made in 
paragraphs 14 – 29. 

5. Neither I nor any other one of my family members have invested or are business partners 
of the Applicant. We have never had discussions and in fact, were never interested in 
investing in the mortgage loan to the Companies or the Properties. I deny Mr. John’s 
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allegation that I advised him that my family and I are investors in the Applicant’s mortgage 
business. 

6. My first interaction with Michael Staltari (“Mr. Staltari”) was on or around August 15, 
2022, when I noticed a stranger walking the premises of the Properties and taking pictures. 
I approached him and was advised he was representing a lender for the Properties. Mr. 
Staltari provided me with his business card and I had followed up with Mr. Staltari at some 
point after his attendance at the Properties to find out what was transpiring with the 
Properties. During this discussion, I authorized Mr. Staltari to forward my telephone 
number to Mr. John, who I was advised was trying to connect with me. 

7. On or about March 27, 2023, Mr. John and I met to see the plans for the Properties. I agreed 
to meet with him as I was curious about Mr. John’s proposal for the lots neighbouring my 
property. 

8. While I admit that Mr. John and I had several discussions about the project, I deny Mr. 
John’s allegation that I had any intention in partnering up with the Companies in the 
project. I simply wanted to be kept apprised of the plans for the Properties as it personally 
affects me and my family. 

9. On or about May 25, 2023, Mr. John approached me about purchasing the Properties. He 
was looking for a premium on the Properties and given the state of the market, I advised 
him that I would not pay anything over “seventy cents on the dollar” (approximately 
between $7.5M and $8.5M) for the two Properties in their entirety. Mr. John advised that 
while he would be willing to entertain such an offer, his partners would not be inclined to 
agree and he advised that he owed more and was not willing to take a loss. 

10. With respect to paragraph 10 of John’s Affidavit, I confirm that I advised Mr. John that I 
cannot support the project and he was aware of my intentions to object.  

11. I acknowledge that a notice of objection was provided through our lawyers within the 
timeframe required by law along with numerous other notices of objections submitted by 
other neighbours in the area. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A” are copies of the 
notices of objections submitted by 8 other neighbours.  

12. To the best of my knowledge, the Committee of Adjustment deferred this matter due to the 
fact that the Companies failed to consult with neighbouring owners and it was 
recommended by the Office of Josh Matlow and the manager of engineers that this matter 
be deferred. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “B” and “C” respectively, are the 
letters submitted to the Committee of Adjustment by the Planning Advisor for Councillor 
Matlow and manager Scanga, Engineering and Construction Services. 

13. I deny the allegation made by Mr. John in paragraph 12 of John’s Affidavit. The objection 
made by us as well as the other neighbours was solely based on the fact that we do not 
support the proposed development of the Properties. The fact is that the Offer is much 
higher than the price I was willing to pay for the Properties. 
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14. I further deny the allegations made by Mr. John in paragraph 13 of John’s Affidavit that 
the Applicant or the Receiver divulged confidential information related to the Receiver’s 
activities or the other offers, including any information about the purchase prices. The only 
information that I had at my disposal was the information relayed to my agent through the 
other agent, namely, that there were other offers and that the other offers were as strong as 
my offer. I kept increasing the purchase price in my offer in the hopes that the price I was 
offering was higher than the other offers on the table for consideration.  

15. I make this Affidavit in response to John’s Affidavit in good faith and for no other improper 
purpose. 

 

SWORN remotely by video conference  ) 
by Jeffrey Gottesman at the City  ) 
of Toronto, in the Province of Ontario,  ) 
before me at the City of Toronto, on this  ) 
12th day of March, 2024, in accordance with O. Reg ) 
431/20, administering Oath or Declaration . ) 
Remotely  ) 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
A Commissioner for Taking Affidavits   Jeffrey Gottesman 
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